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e child is being Physically or sexually abused.
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periods. Neglected children often have a haunted, tired look

o [élnelﬁl(e gzélltircig dlivli;‘l]gdin poverty, whose parents can’t care
=11, Children’s parents won’t fi
Sometimes the ne i i punishment far
z glect is rationalized as punish
Some minor infraction of household rules, F ment for

We will discu i i i
boon 55 ritual abuse in some detail later in this

The Courage To Heal A Gui
Child Sexuat Abpse f uide For Wornen Survivors or

by Ellen Bass and Laura Davis

Child Abuse Prevention Handbook
available from:
gg‘r’me Prevention Center
ice of the Attorne Gen
P.O. Box 944255 Y erel
Sacramento, CA 94244-2550

WHO ARE THE PERPETRATORS?

Now that we've discussed what multiplicity is and its
causes, let’s talk about those who commit the abuses that

produce it.

Abuse is most often perpetrated by a primary caretaker
such as mother, father, sibling, or baby-sitter. Other abusers
may include family friends or relatives, teachers, ministers,
or anyone who has access to the child.Child molesters come
in many types. The pedophile is a person whose sexual
preference is children. Often these people have a preference
for a certain sex or age of child. This person may seek out
jobs that require contact with children or volunteer as

coaches or youth group leaders.

Pedophiles actually believe that they are not harming
children by having sex with them. They may believe they
are initiating the child into aduithood, or that sex between
adults and children is natural. They often quote lore from
other cultures that encourage the father to be a girl child’s

first sexuaj partner.

Pedophiles may belong to organizations that encourage
adult/child sexual activity.

Most child molesters are opportunistic offenders. This
person may have an ongoing sexual relationship with
another adult but will abuse children when or if

circumstances permit.

The opportunistic offender may not even be planning to
abuse a child. Giving the child a bath, dressing the child, or
even playing “tickle,” can provide an opportunity for the
offender to abuse a child. It only takes a second for someone
to slip a hand into a child’s panties and destroy trust and love

forever.















































































































