


Georges Rene & Marilyn Houlberg 

My DOUBLE MYSTIC MARRIAGES 
to TWO GODDESSES of LOVE 

1 first met Georges in Port-au-Prince near the Musee d'Art in 1985, and followed his religious 

journey and family !,ft over the years. For several months, Georges contemplated where and when to do 
this interview that would chronicle his most important personal involvement as a Vodouist - his 
marriages to Ezili Freda and Ezili Danto. At first, he wanted to record it in the baciji (part of an ounfa) 

where he was initiated and where he actually married the two Ezilis. We went to see the manbo who 

initiated him, and who bad played the parts of the two Ezilis in the marriages, but she was getting ready 

to go to New York an Montreal for ceremonies and consultations. 
So Georges h.rd to make other plans. At first he wanted to do the interview on a Tuesday, Ezili 

Dantos Day, bec,z 
Day. We started o , 
"Let's go to the se, 

au-Prince and ht 

front of the Caril• 
women ringed ti· 
and I sat over tu ' 

,1 c was the first goddess he married. But he finally decided on Thursday, Freda's 
• taxi at 9 A.M., on April 1st, 1993, tape recorder in hand, and he announced, 

r need the inspiration of the sea." As we drove along the coast line, leaving Port
, ·owards Carrefour, Georges bad an impromptu idea. We screeched to a halt in 

lub, a Dominican open-air club near the sea. Even at 10 A.M., tables of men and 

floor. A super sound system played plaintive Dominican love songs. Georges 

and I turned on the tape recorder. 

Marilyn Hou!b ,: So here we are at the Club Caribefio - it's a club by the sea. Lots of 

"working men" he~e. 

Georges Rene. ~ ~ 1s why I decided to make my interview here about my double mar

riage to Ezilt Freda and Ezili Dante. I know Ezili Freda is a spirit of the light girls, 

for this kind of business. She is very "hot peppers." 

MH: So this is a good place for her. 

GR: She would like this, because it is a good inspiration down by the sea and people 

come here to find love. All these spirits like where it is cool, where there is water. 1 

hope the interview will go for the intregality of the sexes. 

MH- Wh d ,,7 M · g men and women? · at o you mean by that. .. "intregality of the sexes - eanm 

GR- Well . , , . f 11 my marriage to my wife, · , yes, tt s love Im talking about. Love. Yes. First o a ,. · · 
wh d' d bl marriage to Freda and 0 ied, who was named Paula Racine. Then ... my ou e 
D ' · · · because I have been anto. The reason I have become engaged with these spmts ts . d 
P d I d med such a thmg an ersecuted since I was a little child in school. An rea 
r ~ d . . . . , they can really prove to e use to believe this kind of thing exists. Its only one way 
rn h . d not because they hare 

e t at they exist - they have to do something ba to me, 
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d h d b 1 r, that such me, ... but [because] they love me. But. .. I have a very har ea to c.: • 

a thing exists in nature. So it was for me an experience. 

This is my story .... Since I was a little boy, I always had money in my pocket. 1 ev~n 

find money in the street and in the car. So one time I had a problem. I am walking 10 

the street and ... a man loses a watch. Someone else stole the watch. fhe person 
misunderstands, they confuse things, and catch me instead of Ti-Georges. who acru-
1 , I telling the a ly stole the watch. So all this persecution, this part is from Danto. am 

h ' . . d h erson takes me trut - I m walking, you know, and someone Just calls me, an t ar P 
for the person that stole the watch. 

MH: Did you get arrested? 

B e when I GR: They get me arrested. They don 't beat me. I don't have no record. ecaus . 
. . . " h . ·s me [this was tn the Jail, I dream of a black woman, this black person says, t is 1 ' 

happened] for you to know I exist." 

MH: So Danto made herself known to you in this way? 

GR Th ' · · · · hen you're : at s nght. But I still didn't take it seriously - you know how tt is w . d 
k M other dte young. I now my mother had these things before. I recognize that. Y m 

1 h I d d to conrro w en was seven ... But I do not have enough power to really un erStan ' 
h. h. b ] J J"ke a country t is t tng, ecause you have to know how to serve [the spirits . ust 1 

h · · · have the law as a const1tut1on, they have law. Civilized countries, serious counrnes 
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you respect the constitution, you respect the law. 

,1,s is the way I see the spirit. Especially when they like you. In fact, I wasn't 
oc king to get them, to be engaged, to buying some lwa, some spirits. I was trying to 

stay away. But I find out they said "I am good for you because you are nor looking ro 
buy me. You belong to me since you were a child in the belly of your mother." So one 

time, just as I am talking now, I met a girl named Eliane. So I talked to her and I was 
16. I talked to her, and I explained to her what kind of problems I have in my life. 
And that Eliane, she just looked at me, she was good, she know my mother. And she 
tell me, "Georges, something has to be done. Seems like what your mother in her 
lifetime did not do - the lwa she did not serve - they come to you. You had better 

take it seriously. Otherwise they will take you like they took your mother." 

And I do not know that person, and that person Eliane, she rakes my hand, "I am nor 

going to let that happen to you. Let me take you someplace where they can read for 
you, can fortune tell." Now, this time J was very happy, I think this was a very great 

privilege to go to that place. I'm nor a hot head now in chis time. She rook me to a 
manbo called Mama Luce and then when r gee to Mama Luce she started talking to 

me. She opened the cards. 

MH: Playing cards? 

GR: Yes, playing cards. She tells everything. When she plays the cards, I see rwo girls 
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coming and two men. She says •·my friend, there 

is your trouble, right there. You have two spirit 
girls who love you. Each of them has a husband. 

There is Freda with her husband Sen Jak, and 
Danto with Ogou Feray." 

I said, "Turn the cards again," and she says to me 

"Don't you think that sometimes you arc like a 

person who is a little bit crazy? That you can't 
control yourself?" 

I said "That is true." 

She said, "You don't see that many thmgs happen 

to your life - that you are ver}' ir noccnt, but 
you are also lucky. Don 't you see that you find 

money all the time? Don 't you sec th ll you are 
beautiful? People after you, jewelry ' d every-
thing." 

I used to go around with the tourists. I was very charmed by the white. ' 
to tell you. This was a part of the Ezili Freda side. My first girlfrienc. 

girl, her father was Haitian. They were in exile during the Duvalier tlf 

She was a French girl, Evelyn Carrie. When I went to the primary scho 

the Primer Certificate Test. That girl was from the upper class I think t 

class. She looked at me, and she said, "I love your eyes." That was the g 
I'm telling you is a part of my story. 

'1, I have 
French 

'1 1969. 

• was at 

, the rich 

rything 

MH: She was light-skinned? 

GR: No, she was white. 

MH: Even though she had a Haitian father? 

GR: Yes, she had a French mother. They used to live on the Champs-de-Mars, near the 

Pharmacy, because the father was a doctor. The father used to go to the Casmo every 
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Friday night. There was a nightclub there too. 

And I was supposed to sneak in the window. 

And the police detective, it turns out, is waiting 
to shoot me. He has been watching me. He was 
in civilian clothes. He was a private detective wait
ing to shoot me. 

The day I was going to die, that Friday, we 

always have an appointment, between 9 and 10 

o'clock. She opens the window. We were just play

ing at making love, we were not touching v~ry 
much. We were both virgins. I didn't start going 
with women until I was 18. So I had kind of a 

respect for her. But my complexion, you kn~w 

PreJU- at the time we had class problems, some 
dice .... She loves me. But I don't have enough 

experience. Because I'm black. 

d. · he time I But the time I was going to 1e ts t 
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came out from her window, and the man says, "I've been waiting for you for five 

Fridays. This is the fifth one, and I was going to kill you, [until I saw] this girl, and 

she is a hot pepper" (the white girl). "She loves you. I thought you were a voleur, a 

thief, a crook." 

MH: How come he didn't shoot you? Because he understood it was love? 

GR: It was love. But I went to double check with the manbo, Mama 

Luce. She said, "You are very lucky. Don't forget, that white girl 

you see, she comes in the face of Ezili Freda. Freda was present. 

That's why the man didn't kill you." And so I say, "What is Freda, 

what is this Freda, what is Danto?" 

The manbo said, "If you have a hard head like your mother, you 

are going to be in trouble. They are not going to kill you yet, but 

they are going to be after you. " But again I don't take it seri

ously. Well, they make me drunk, I drink kleren, I lose things, 

people beat me. This was all when I was 16, after my consulta

tion. 

When I became 18, I went to the manbo Luce, and said, "Now 

you're going to call Danto for me in your head .. .I say I want to 

know who is that spirit who bothers me, who loves me so 

much .... " 

~-½e comes like this, "hmrrrmm, hmrrrmm," eating her teeth. (GR 

·nods his teeth.] Someone in the room says, "Put your spirit 

•wn, say grace." 

,en Danto took water and put it on my head. This is Danto 

w. She is blessing me with grace now, because I come, because 

;reet her. And she greets me like this [gesture] because she 

esn't talk. She has to translate through a different spirit who 

, 'il give me the message. She talks in some African dialect. "Ganga 

"ganga ... Kede ezeke ... " Very African. 

;~11en when she takes my face with her hands, and someone who 

is there, an ounsi, says, "She loves you to marry." 

And I said, "How come I am going to marry a spirit - I'm just human!" 

Now the thing has become so good for me, I'm becoming crazy! Everywhere I go, I 

talk about her, just like I'm talking right now. I love [her]. This is one of the good 

experiences. 

And so I say, Vodou is nothing wrong. Just because you don't under5tand it.' I say, 

thank God, I have something for which I'm not looking - I get it naturally. Its rasm 
- roots. It was a Saturday, because it is a Dan to Day (Saturday and Tuesday··· you 

can choose). So when I talked with Danto, I told her, "It seems like I'm engaged wi
th 

you." She listened but she didn't talk. I said to her, "I'm engaged with you, you want 
" , .d "M do that " She said "I will oive me as your husband to marry? Danto sat , Y son, · ' 0 

you money." [GR rubs his thumb and fingers.] 

Then, after that, I know I am really engaged now, but.··· 

MH: Not married yet. 
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GR: Not married yet, but at least I have an idea who I belong to. Should I be scared to live 

it or not? Danto, she says to me, "You have a choice: Be with me, mon amour, or like 

we say [in Creole], mwen amou, engage with me," then she shrugs her shoulders [GR 

imitates her], "or I'm not responsible what will happen to you." I could die, you 

know, anything could happen. 

Well, I stopped telling my friends that I'm going to be married with the spirit be

cause they say, "What the hell? What you crazy, what is this, married with the lwa?" 

In Duval ier's time, under Papa Doc, Vodou was a big thing. But for my age, it does 

something with your reputation .... You know, sometimes they make you think .. . 

MH: That it's not good? 

GR: It's not good. And I said to my friends, "I don't care, as long as it's going to be good 

for me." When I finished talking with Danco, I'm going to use a special day to call 

Freda ... because they say if you got one, my friend, you have to get the other one. If 

you' re married with the black one and you don't got the white one, the ·hite one 

going to go like th is [he makes the motion of slitting his throat]. You g(, ~ to be in 

trouble. Because both of them go together .... They understand, they .. 1tm icate, 

they will be jealous. 
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So when I get the black one, you know -

have a contract- I'm engaged, I want to fir , 
should do. I have to buy two rings. Then, wl 

she says "But don't you worry, when I mee, t 

going to make you get the money." 

ke you 

what I 

come, 

1, I'm 

And, of course, that's Danto who tells me, ' ing to 

make you get the money, and you just listen now." 

And she said she do something they call the " ' with 

the cotton to make 2 1 wicks, to make a gras [ole~s ng] for 

me - in the fam ily of my aunt. And then she s;;id ·'say 

what you want from these 21 things." 

MH: Are they on separate white plates, or all in one bowl with 

oil in it? 

GR: No, they are all on one plate, a white plate. It's just like 

the minokan, the announcement to all the nations; all the 

spirits to open the gate, to give me the road. To open the 

road for me, to open the gate. At that time, I do not know 

how to communicate with the spirit, what to say to the 

spirit. Then some family of my aunt, they say, "I'm going 

to help you. I have water, I have kJeren, I have this, I have 

that." 

And I start to pour water three times, I start to say what 1 

want. They say, "Say what you want. For all the persecu

tion you have, what you would like to be in your life, do 

it with the faith." 

I do it exactly and she said, "If you ask something, then 

when you sleep you will dream me, you will see what 1 

will get for you." And I do the thing, on Saturday, and she 

say, "do that on Thursday." 



MI-l 
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,rnto told you to do this on Freda's day? 

~id, "You do it in my name and you call her too. To be participating for the 

' ranee." So I do it. 

I , Freda first. In fact, I first talk with Legba, to open the gate for me. They tell me 

eve vthing to do. I do it exactly. 

1 his was just the first step I get, to open the gate, to know where I'm coming from, 
to know what to do, just the beginning, to have an idea for myself, to know what 
things are serious and can hurt me. Now, it's my life - that 's what's important for 

me! 

MH: You mean whether you're dead or alive? Really that much? 

GR: Yes, really that much. Just to show you how jealous they are, spirits are much more 
jealous than human persons. Because I come from something special for them. I 

belong to them. Myself - Georges - is me, but I don't know who is with me. I'm 
double, just like you. People see Marilyn, and they don't know what is Marilyn, 

where your roots are from. It's the roots, the soul, the spirit. 

One time I just come from school, I walk to my house, I find a white man, I try to 
talk to him, to show him around. And this man, he was a business man. He lived in 

s t· Croix, in the Virgin Islands. This is his fi rst time in Haiti, and he comes to buy lots 

of mahogany wood to sell in St. Croix. 
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So when 1 met that man that was a tourist, I 
talk with him and I see that the man has a 

hat and a big red scarf. Which is what Mama 

Luce said when she turned the cards and 
said there is two men and two women com

ing so I dreamed that man with a red scarf 
and I ask somebody, "It's a white man, 
Ogou?" Ogou is white. 

MH: Ogou is white? 

GR: Oh yes. 

MH: So he is white because he is Sen Jak? 

GR: Yes, whenever you dream Ogou he is white. 
Mulatto, it's the color you dream him. You 
never dream Ogou as black. So then, I go to 

the Plaza Hotel. I see the man a1 d he man 
loves me. This was Ogou and this was the person I see in the dream and ,h,n after 

that this is the man that Danto tells me I'm going to meet when she says 'I't going 
to make you find money to marry me." 

And then I find the man. I find him alone, and I say, "Hello." 

So he said, "Let 's just take a little walk here. If 1 need you, maybe I'll (O vou." 
He offers me a cigarette. We walk by the palace, we sit. 

And the man says to me, "Do you think you can help me?" 

I say, "Oh yes, what do you want, gi rls?" This was one of the easy things at 

"No, I'm here on business - to buy things," he says. 

1me. 

So I take him to some mahogany factories, and ~ · buys 
things. He pays me twenty percent. When I col"' ; · Jck. I 
see he's given me $100. That was a lot of money in those 

times. This is all part of my mystic thing. Then I go to 

show my sister the money, and she asks me where I get 
this money. I tell her I didn't steal it - I just met some

body and took them around. "He's buying things," I told 
her. And the next day I come and we go somewhere else, 
and he gives me $200 .. .. 

MH: There were still tourists at that time. 

GR: Yes, there must have been $ 1,000 I made with that man. 
If it were now, I don't know what that $1,000 would be. 

I don't know how to count it. I see the bill - the $ lOO 

bill. So I was like this [excited motions], more like this -
[screams] - money - oohhhh! I make so much prob

lems. Because the Ezilis ... they see ... they are watching 
my heart. They see I'm ready to do the thing, and they 
give me the money. 

Then I went to my sister's husband, he's working, and 

you know, I'm young, I have no responsibilities, so I tend 

him the money to fix the house. For my money, what do 
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I 1wcd anyway, just my clothes, just to go on picnics, nightclubs, like this. But I like 

lo go to Vodou, to the Vodou service, that was before my marriage. I always love it, 

the drums, you know, because the roots was there, but I don 't understand it. 1 used to 

go there when the drums played, I drank, and went into a trance, and some people 

say, "Be careful, they want to get you!" 

And then when I had the money I went to my aunt, I don't know if she expected me, 

but you know, it's the money, I explain. I went there to make the deal about what it's 

going to cost me for the two spirits. Well, she says, give me so 

and so. And the marriage is where my sister lives, on Rue St. 

Honore. It was [in] somebody's room. 

And I give [the proprietor] money for the two weddings. The 

first marriage is with Danto. I prepared the fried kofa, fried ba

nanas, black beans and rice, peanuts, and a special big cake for 

Danto. 

MH: What color is the cake for Danto? 

GR: The cake is very brown, it's about this color [GR points to his 

arm]. It's a special cake. It's a peasant cake, very rough. But with 

good savour, good flavor, a special cake, I remember what she 

said was black beans, and rice, and fried bananas, and very hot 

sauce. Because she's hot, very pickles, very hot sauce. 

TLrn I made some sandwiches. Oh, she was so happy. She was 

\v·v glad she came. Green scarf, green, and I have two gold 

ck ·~- And I don't know at the start, but I decide to put two . .. my 

si ,t was there. So was my godfather, my godmother, and my 

pc1 . ..:crtificate, my wedding certificate . .. very serious . ... With 

th , itness testimonial, people all sign, the assistants sign. The 

F«. <;ays: "A re you ready to be received, to be married to the 

1':l · , m Ezili Danto from J'Afrique Ginen?" 

"'frs. [ accept [her] to be my wife." 

"A··· you ready to respect her day?" 

"Y I d " • es, am rea y. 

"So you know, Madam Ezili Dan to, are you ready to get your engagement with Mr. 

Georges Rene as your husband? So what day please you give with him?" 

The priest says "I don't know." [GR laughs] He says that it 's dangerous if y~u don't 

respect the day, mister, Umph. [GR makes the gesture of a knife cutting offhts head.] 

And that was on Tuesday, my first marriage. Thar's the day she choose, because t_hey 

tell me the day. She says, "Tuesday for me. All the rest is for you." [GR puts on a htg~, 
. h. h d"d 't talk like that. Thats 

other-wordly sort of voice.] When I talk like t 1s, s e 1 11 

been when she goes, another spirit comes to tell me the message. 

MH: Who is the messenger? 

GR • h h d of my aunt after the 
: The messenger was Charles Ogou. Ogou comes tn t e ea . 

Sh k. all over She said, tomor-
wedding, to tell me that [Danto] is very happy e tss me · h 

bl fi h service] back because s e 
row morning to take all the food [on the ta e or t e . . . . 

' fi d T k ·t in a big k1vet, a big 
leaves her soul in all this. She has blessed all the 00 · a e 

1 
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porcelain pan, each thing from the wedding ... And she says to ever\ bod~ "The 
husband first." She put the food in my mouth, I put it in her mouth. n,at was 
beautiful (emphatically). This is amour. This is love. 

It is very ro-man-tique, and this is part of my Ezili, it is very sentimental. . . and when 
people see me they say, "Georges, be careful you don't turn out to be a faggot, to be 
gay." Well, listen, the way I act sometimes, I'm very fast. The spirits have me, they 
make me beautiful, they say they love me. And this is good luck. And now, well, let 

me finish to tell you then Danto spit in the water and that's part of her blessing. And 

she distribute all the food to all the persons she invite. Just like a wedding. 

MH: So how many people were there; maybe twenty? 

GR: Oh, twenty people? There were about one hundred people! Because I'm very fresh. 
1 

have money. And I do something and she likes what she has (she was very deep, 
very thirsty for me). She says, yes, she's very happy, she's very proud. Give them the 
food, give them, yes, but if someone tries to cross her, if someone is not clean, you 
know ... 
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When a girl comes to talk to me, Danto was like this (angry, imperious look]: "Finish 
wi

th 
me, and then when I go, you talk to them. You belong to me now. Today is my 

day. You have just married with me." 

N d 7" And ow ... the messenger Ogou tell me, "Don't you see all these things she 0 · 

asks me to be careful. And tells me already that she's dangerous, very jealous. 
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MH: So fr,1. , ·which Ogou who comes to do this? 

GR: This -~ (ailed St. C harles. You don't know, it's called Charles Ogou. He's from o 
Caye LJ Caye. A very good Ogou. He loves children. He helps people very good. 

She says she has to meet in her kingdom in her royctume. Danto says I'm going to my 

kingdom, you know, where she's coming from - the bush, the rich forest _ she 

has to be with her kids. That's what the messenger tell me. 

And then Ogou comes and says, "Well, my friend, Georges, my son, the bagcty [thing] 

was beautiful. Madam very happy. She said she's going to work with you together, 

she's going to protect you. After that, she said, do not bother nobody. If anybody try 

to bother you, they will be in trouble with her. She says, as long as you're innocent, 

you're going to have money, you're going to have success, you're going to have love, 

but you must always respect the spirits, until you die. Now, what you're going to do 

is you're going to buy your things, my altar, rogcttoire, and buy the image, and then 

I'll bring the thing." My aunt prepares the lamp for me. That was after the mar

riage .... (Now I'm going to establish myself in my place, but I'm 

going to have some tribulation .... ) 

After this, that was Freda, the same month. I make offerings for 

Freda, too. Because I bring them both money. I make Danto on 

Tuesday and on Thursday I make Freda. 

MH: In the s , ,e month? 

GR: Yes, it, , same month. It's very fast. It took one week. So, for 

exam.. do one on Tuesday, and a week later on Wednesday I 

bring vthing for Freda. 

And, o rning after the wedding, I take it back, with all the 

fruit , 1se Danto's blessing the water, she puts some cham-

pagn~ ,e water, some beer, because there was a lot to drink. 

Only · '1e didn 't put. She cut all the fruit she put and she spit 

on it, · ~~less it, and as I'm saying she says, the next morning, 

early. · ·; 'I it's cool, and I say my prayer to the candle, and she 

says, '•J'rn ,vith you." So this is my Danto thing .... 

MH: What ab,,ut the ring, did you buy the ring? 

GR: Yes, well, 1 buy the ring. Everything was bought. I bought the 

ring. 

MH: And this was the gold ring? 

GR: No, that was the silver ring for her. And the gold one it was for 

Freda. And she put my ring on, like any woman would, you 

know .... 

MH: And this is your aunt who did the ceremony? 

GR: Yes. And Danto, well Danto-Onadi. So then I say to her, "I am 

very intelligent," and I told her, "There is no contract. Your spirit, 

if I can be forever with you, if I can be in your kingdom." 

But I become a sickness of that spirit. I would really like to be

come invisible, me, to see how much good she do for me. But 

sometimes, you know, when I drink too much, they don' t like 
that, because they need me. T hese were the days of love. It's too 

297 

11.14. Lihatt~m h,,ul,j,,r E.:.ili !Junto. 
Gia.,,,, fo.hr1~·. ,,equin.,, ,wk. f,111.\· rear/.,, 

metallic cor<}, thmul. Hr~qht, i:!. 5 cm. 
FA/CH X9-l. i6. /9. 



11.15. Li/1a/1i111 !1,11//e,,_l;,r &iii. 
f.,e_/i: ,,ilk, co//,111 lhre,ul, rihh,111, paper. 

He1j7hl, 26 cm. R1j7hl:_9/a,,,,, co/1011 

/;1/,ri,·, ,'<'<Jllli1,,, heml,,, lhre,uJ. flet_qht, 
28.6,·m. UICII.\W.,U/,1,R. 

Georges RENE & Maril n HOULBERG 

"spirit" for me. When I went to Freda in the next week, it was not as beautiful. And 

Freda was more jealous - Freda very fresh, you know, like nobody cross her. 

I ask her, well how come you married me, [since] I'm black, you white? [Since] you 

so prejudiced? 

She said "No, I'm not prejudiced, I don 't like people who smells bad. You smell 

good." This is Freda. And she kiss all the men. 

MH: Oh really? 

GR: Oh yes, when she comes, she kiss all the men. And all the 

women say, they are sisters, they say, "You are bousen, hot 

pepper, prostitute, bousen, hot girl," this is Freda. 

And I said to Freda, "Listen, Danco is not like you, she's a 

working girl." 

She say, "I don 't care for her." Freda talk Creolt like I am 

talking (not like Danto). She say, "I love mer, 

I say "But I am just married with you here - , ( 1 kiss all 

these men!" Yes, I said that. 

She goes like this (in high voice), "Don't b 1ealous! 

You know I love all these men. I love to be a" ,hem." 

Yeah, that 's Freda, believe it or not! Then •,·nd to 

show her my corrected face. I say, "I jealo ~ r very 

jealous." 

She wants to make my spirit happy, she takl· , '- seri

ously now. She say, "Excuse me darling, chir•, n"t be 

jealous. I will take care of you, I will do evcryd1,ng you 

want, I love you, don' t be jealous." And she says,•., know 

them before you." She said that. 

The assistant there said "Don' t be so jealous!" Bur I have 

to be jealous of her. You see? 

MH: So she likes men? 

GR: Oh yes. Danco, she's kind of. ... 

MH: Like you said, more working woman. She has children that she takes care of in the 
forest. .. . 

GR: A~d in business, she was pig [seller]. She sells pig. She's a machann griyo. But Freda is 
a Jewelry seller, perfume. 

MH: Ahh, a jewelry seller, and perfume seller. She does her nails? Did you have perfume 
at the marriage to Freda? 

GR: That was "p ·· " , ompe11. And Danco was the Florida water. 

MH: So what foods did you have for Freda. She had a cake? 

GR: Freda? No for Fred I h fi · d h . , ' a ave ru1t. I have apple, orange, banana -you know, I o t is 
for Danco too - to k h . . , "t . . ma et e preparation. And the rice and milk, called du riz au ,ai • 
JUSt like cafe au lair. You know, rice and milk. 

MH: About Danco - h ks ? Yi s e never spea when she comes, she just does sign language. ou 
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knov., she makes motions and gestures? 

GR: And she's talking, in a dialect, you know, 

the Afncan d ialect. 

MH: One other thing I wanted to ask you was 

about the people that wear one ring soldered 

inside the other when they 're married to 

both of them (the Ezilis). And I think one 

time you told me that that was because they 

didn't want everyone to know that they were 

married to both. 

GR: Yes, these people they are very complex. 

MH: Which hand do you wear which one on, 

because I see you are always switching ... 

GR: My right hand. Both of them (the rings). 

But sometimes they want to be separate. I 

th ink Danto is more left. And that Freda is more right. 

MH: 0.K. so you wear the gold most of the time on the right hand. And Danto most of 

the t - • :m the left. But sometimes if you wear them together you wear them just on 

the n1/1t.' 

GR: Yes •e best way is to separate them. 

MH: So t-·. he way they' re happiest, with one ring on each hand? 

GR: The very opposite. Danto is so tough .... And there's one thing you should 

kno, . I II ,to, she 's a lesbian. 

MH: Dan lesbian? Well then how come you have an affection for her? She loves men 

too., c,n't she? 

GR: She 'Hls men, yeah, but she's lesbian .... She's marrying me, but she sleeps with 

women 

MH: Both? She sleeps with men and she sleeps with women? Well then she's bisexual. 

But then ... a woman won't marry Danto unless she's a lesbian.••? 

GR: No. She might like you, she'll protect you, but she's not going to marry you. 

There's two systems. One is power, the other is love. Power is Danto, Freda is love. 

Thursday, April 1, 1993, Carrefour, Port-au-Prince. 
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